
  1 Written and Directed by: G-d 

 

 

 

© All Rights Reserved, JLI’s Machon Shmuel: The Sami Rohr Research Institute, 2015 

For more information, visit MachonShmuel.com or email Info@MachonShmuel.com 
 

 ב"ה

Written and Directed by: G-d* 

Table of Contents 

PART I................................................................................................................................ 3 

SYNOPSIS OF SOURCES AND MEDIEVAL OPINION ................................... 3 

Does hashgacha pratis apply to all creatures or to man only? ...................... 3 

Do some events occur by happenstance or chance (mikreh)? ....................... 4 

All of existence was created by G-d and for a purpose .................................. 4 

G-d’s foreknowledge of all events ..................................................................... 5 

Does the hashgacha over man extend to wicked people, non-Jews, fools?. 5 

PART II .......................................................................................................................... 7 

SOURCES .................................................................................................................. 7 

Sources in Scripture ............................................................................................. 7 

Talmudic sources ............................................................................................... 10 

Midrash................................................................................................................ 13 

Early authorities (Rishonim) ............................................................................ 14 

Later Authorities (Acharonim) ........................................................................ 30 

Kabbalah .............................................................................................................. 35 

PART III ....................................................................................................................... 40 

THE BAAL SHEM TOV AND CHASSIDUS ......................................................... 40 

A. Hashgacha over all aspects of existence ................................................... 41 

B. Hashgacha pratis as the generating and sustaining force of all existence

 45 

C. Significance and purpose in Creation ....................................................... 46 

                                                 
   א."חבר המכון הרב משה ליב מילר שליטי "המאמר נערך ע (*

https://www.myjli.com/ms/index.php/register
http://www.machonshmuel.com/go/request_paper.php?id=000
https://www.myjli.com/ms/index.php/register
http://www.machonshmuel.com/go/new/account/requestPaper/435
http://www.machonshmuel.com/go/request_paper.php?id=000
mailto:info@machonshmuel.com?subject=Paper Request (#435)&body=I am interested in the Paper "Hashgacha Pratis" (#23723). %0D%0A Please contact me with details.


  2 Written and Directed by: G-d 

 

 

 

© All Rights Reserved, JLI’s Machon Shmuel: The Sami Rohr Research Institute, 2015 

For more information, visit MachonShmuel.com or email Info@MachonShmuel.com 
 

Question 

Where does the concept of Hashgacha pratis originate from in the Torah & 

how has the concept evolved? 

The concept of hashgacha pratis – G-d overseeing, guiding and protecting His 

creations, and His knowledge of them – is found in numerous verses throughout 

Tanach, although the actual terminology – hashgacha pratis – is of later origin. The 

concept is so fundamental in Torah that the Rambam counts it as one of the 

thirteen foundational principles of Judaism.1 It is also mentioned explicitly in our 

daily morning prayers – “Blessed . . Who directs the steps of man.”2 

We will see that the concept of hashgacha as elaborated by sages preceding the 

Baal Shem Tov really includes three related concepts: G-d’s creation of the 

universe and His sustaining its existence and the natural order, including 

providing sustenance and nourishment for all creatures; G-d’s knowledge of all 

events, including man’s innermost thoughts; G-d’s sovereign guidance and 

control of events, including His intervention in events. 

Part A of this essay will first present the definitive sources and views of the 

concept in historical progression. Part B will discuss the ramifications of the idea 

and the disagreements among the authorities up until the time of the Baal Shem 

Tov. Part C will present the view of the Baal Shem Tov and Chassidus. 

 

                                                 

 עינו מעלים ואינו אדם בני של מעשיהם יודע, יתברך השם, הוא כיהקדמת הרמב"ם לפירוש המשנה )סנהדרין פ' חלק, עיקר יו"ד(: " (1
דֹל( לב, יט ירמיה) שנאמר כמו אלא '.הארץ את' ה עזב' שאמר מי כדעת לא. מהם רַב הָעֵצָה 'גְּ ר הָעֲלִילִיָה וְּ קֻחוֹת עֵינֶׁיךָ  אֲשֶׁ כֵידַ  כָל עַל פְּ נֵי רְּ  בְּ
אִיש ]לָתֵת אָדָם רָכָיו לְּ רִי כִדְּ כִפְּ א ' ;'מַעֲלָלָיו[ וְּ ץ'  הָאָדָם רָעַת רַבָה ה' כִי וַיַרְּ דֹם 'זַעֲקַת ונאמר ;(ו, ה בראשית)בָאָרֶׁ יח,  שם) רָבָה' כִי וַעֲמֹרָה סְּ

 (.כ

אֱמוּנָה מַאֲמִין אֲנִיאו בנוסח 'אני מאמין': " לֵמָה בֶׁ הַ . שְּ בָרַךְּ  בוֹרֵאשֶׁ מוֹ יִתְּ נֵי מַעֲשֵה כָל יוֹדֵעַ  שְּ כָל אָדָם בְּ בוֹתָם וְּ שְּ נֶׁאֱמַר. מַחְּ  לִבָם יַחַד הַיֹצֵר' שֶׁ
ל הַמֵבִין ם כָל אֶׁ  ' )תהילים לג, טו(".מַעֲשֵיהֶׁ

 .('"גבר מצעדי המכין ברוך' לימא מסגי כי"' – ב ,ס ברכות" )גבר מצעדי המכין ה"אמ י"בא"נוסח ברכות השחר:  (2
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